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PROGRESS OP MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


are placed upon the tuberosities of the ischia. To the middle of this bar is 
joined what is essentially a pair of compasses, having a graded scale fastened 
across them. With the patient lying upon her back the two disks are pressed 
firmly upon the skin opposite the tuberosities of the ischia, while the attached 
calipers or compasses are used to outline a rhomboidal shape, extending from 
the subpubic ligament to the point of the coccyx. The result is a rhomboidal 
outline, the various dimensions of which can be computed by the formulae 
applicable to a rhomboidal figure. 

Klien utilized this instrument to advantage in measuring the pelvis of a 
woman who had fallen in childhood, breaking her leg and dislocating her 
hip. As the patient grew to womanhood, the result of this injury was an 
obliquely contracted pelvis. It was possible by Klien’s method to measure 
accurately the outlet of this pelvis in the manner described. 


The Bacteriology op the Birth-canal. 

In the Centralblatt fur Gynakologie, 1895, No. 38, Stroganoff describes a 
series of investigations carried on in the clinic of Ott at St. Petersburg. By 
a method of aspiration he was enabled to obtain the secretions of the cervix 
uteri without contamination. Cultures were then made from these secretions 
and also from those of the vagina. His conclusions are that in the pregnant 
or non-pregnant the cervical canal is, as a rule, sterile. The region of the 
external os marks the boundary bettveen the presence or absence of bacteria. 
In all his cases examined it was observed that the mucous secretion of the 
cervix destroys the life of micro-organisms. 


Contracted Pelvis; Delivery at Term op Living Child by the 
Employment op the Obstetric Lever. 

Wassilieff ( Archives de Tocologie, 1895, No. 9) reports the case of a patient 
aged thirty-eight years, pregnant for the third time, and having a contracted 
pelvis whose antero-posterior diameter was between 8J and 9 cms. As labor 
proceeded, rotation of the foetal head failed, and the physcian in attendance 
attempted to apply the forceps; he could, however, insert but one blade, but 
rotation was so much improved by the introduction of but a portion of the 
instrument that the blade was allowed to remain, the turning of the head 
being facilitated by occasional pressure with the lever. The writer calls 
attention to the assistance derived in this way, and urges the use of the 
forceps-blade in the manner described. 

Tubal Gestation op Two Months Followed by Rupture; the 

Formation op Hematocele and Penetration op the Bladder. 

Schwarz describes in the Centralblatt fur Gynakologie, 1895, No. 37, the 
remarkable case of a patient who, when two months pregnant, was taken 
with severe collapse. A tumor formed at the left of the uterus, and the 
patient gradually rallied from her collapsed condition. Two weeks after 
this she began to pass clots of blood and pieces of membrane from the blad- 
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der. In four weeks the tumor at the side of the uterus could not be felt, 
while in seven weeks the patient was convalescent, and the uterus had 
undergone involution. 

Embryotomy in Neglected Transverse Presentations. 

Mermann ( Centralblalt fur Gynakologie, 1895, No. 86) has succeeded in 
performing evisceration, in cases where the foetus was impacted in transverse 
presentation, by cutting through the ribs with long scissors, and emptying 
the chest and abdomen with the hand. The extraction of the child is usually 
easy after this has been accomplished. 

Puerperal Tetanus Treated by Tizzoni’s Antitoxin. 

In the Deut. med. Woch. , 1895, No. 36, Walko describes a case of puer¬ 
peral tetanus treated by antitoxin in von Jaksch’s clinic at Prague. The 
treatment was unsuccessful, the patient receiving in all eighteen injections, 
comprising 3^y grammes. Well-marked leukocytosis developed after the 
second injection. As has been shown by Kittasato, tetanus bacilli could 
not be recognized. The clinical picture, however, of tetanus was a perfect one. 

The Treatment op Tubal Gestation by Extirpation Per Vaginam. 

In the Annales de Gynecologic, 1895, vol. xliv., Condamin, of Lyons, de¬ 
scribes five cases of tubal gestation treated by extirpation per vaginam. His 
method of operating was essentially that of Laroyenne, and consists in punc¬ 
turing the sac and removing its contents, followed by the removal of the 
diseased tube and ovary. This is done by vaginal incision, followed by the 
insertion of an aseptic sponge to check bleeding, which is afterward replaced 
by a tampon of gauze. The results in the cases described were good. 

The Anatomy of the Pubic Joint. 

Queirel, of Marseilles, in the Annales de Gyn&cologie, 1895, vol. xliv., has 
examined 200 women to determine the question as to whether the pubic 
joint is in the median line of the pelvis or whether it is often to one side. 
This investigation was undertaken because, in performing symphysiotomy, 
operators have failed to find the joint, and have in some instances cut 
through bony tissue, asserting that the joint was ossified. Of these 200 
women 135 had borne children, 65 had not. Their ages ranged from twenty 
to eighty-nine years. He found between the ages of thirty-one and forty 
in 39 women examined that the joint was four times upon the left of the 
median line and in 5 patients upon the right. In 50 women whose ages 
varied between twenty-one aud thirty, in 7 there was a deviation to the left, 
in 6 to the right. 

At other ages deviation was found is less frequency. In all, in the 200, in 
20 per cent, the joint was not in the median line. An examination of the 
records of large numbers of symphysiotomies shows that the pubic joint is 
very rarely ossified. 



